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MEETING DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2020, AT 7:15 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020, Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 

G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020, Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people 

that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Haverhill Conservation Commission was conducted via remote 

participation. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public 

and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting were posted on the Commission’s website. 

For this meeting, members of the public who wished to virtually attend the meeting did so by creating an 

account at www.zoom.us and “joining” the meeting at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88329247351 (Password: 

959834).  No in-person attendance of members of the public was permitted, but every effort was made to ensure 

that the public could adequately access the proceedings in real time, via these technological means. 
 

Chairperson Harmony Wilson called the meeting to order under the Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 

131, Sec. 40 and City of Haverhill Ordinance Chapter 253. 
 

Present:  Chairperson Harmony Wilson (HW), Clerk Tom Wylie, Ed.D. (TW), Phil LaCroix (PL) and 

Fred Clark, RLA (FC) 

Absent: Vice-Chairperson Ralph Basiliere (RB), Joe DiPietro (JD), and Neil Frasca, PG (NF) 

Also Present: Robert E. Moore, Jr., Environmental Health Technician (RM) 

 

HW opened the meeting by reading the meeting notice.  The focal points of the meeting were scenic roads and 

shade trees.  HW referenced a June 26
th

 email from RM to the Commissioners highlighting where these topics 

are discussed within the existing and proposed zoning codes. HW also referenced the draft zoning code that was 

circulated for review, as well as access to the existing eCode through the City’s website.  

 

HW noted she reviewed materials provided to the Commission by resident Maria Humphrey in October of 2017 

specifically a copy of the scenic roads bylaw used by the town of Ipswich. HW noted the proposed Haverhill 

code does not include a scenic roads ordinance. TW noted he liked the idea but expressed concern with what 

might be restricted. PL asked for more detail on the Ipswich bylaw, with HW providing some additional info. 

TW commented that such an ordinance should be kept general. HW offered to put some language together for 

consideration at the July 9
th

 meeting. RM was asked to forward the Maria Humphrey materials to the 

Commissioners. 

 

Discussion shifted to shade trees.  FC noted his professional experiences working under public shade tree 

bylaws in other communities, noting the intent of these bylaws to replace some of the tree canopy that is lost to 

development. RM noted the tree planting requirements for single-family and two-family lots did not carry over 

from the current code to the proposed code. This should be noted in a comments letter.  

 

Commissioners briefly discussed the earth removal section of the code with HW noting she wished to hear input 

from NF, a professional geologist, who was absent.  

 

TW motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:30pm. PL seconded. TW called role.  RB-absent; TW-yea; PL-yea; 

JD-absent; NF-absent; FC-yea; HW-yea.  Motion passed 4-0-3. 


