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June 14, 2021 
 
 
Conservation Commission 
City Hall – Room 300 
4 Summer Street 
Haverhill, MA  01830 
 
 
Re: Wetland Delineation Review –Notice of Intent by Solar Smart LLC 

139 Amesbury Line Road 
 Haverhill, MA 
 DEP 033-1499 
  
  
Dear Commission Members: 
 
Rimmer Environmental Consulting, LLC (REC) has completed on-site evaluations of the wetland boundary 
delineations for the above referenced site, as depicted on project site plans prepared by Goldsmith, Prest 
& Ringwall, Inc. dated 4-8-21.  Site inspections were conducted on May 26, 2021 with the applicant’s 
wetland scientist Matt Marro and again on June 2 with the Commission’s agent Rob Moore.  Evaluations 
of wetland boundaries and characterization of wetland resources were made based upon delineation 
methods established within the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and 
the City of Haverhill Wetlands Ordinance (Ch 253).  The following is a summary of findings from these 
investigations. 
 
Project Area: 
 
The project site is 26.8 acres and is primarily a wooded hillside.  It slopes from south to north and 
northeast toward the Whittier Regional High School driveway and Amesbury Line Road, dropping 
approximately 80 feet in elevation.  Two intermittent stream channels and areas of groundwater breakout 
along this slope provide the hydrology to support the on-site wetland systems identified. 
 
Wetland Systems: 
 
The A-C series wetland is in the western portion of the site and consists of flags A1-A44 and C1-C5.  These 
flags delineate a forested wetland associated with an intermittent stream channel which flows from south 
to north across the site.  It qualifies as Bordering Vegetated Wetland regulated under both state and local 
wetland regulations and contains an associated 100-foot Buffer Zone extending from its limits.  Based 
upon site inspections of the plant community, soils and hydrology, the following adjustments to the 
wetland boundary are recommended.  These changes were made in the field, and it is our understanding 
they will be located by field survey and plotted onto revised site plans: 
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1. Adjust A5 
2. Adjust A7 
3. Connect A1 to S1 and S2 along south side of a drainage ditch parallel to Whittier 
driveway – extending west up the ditch 
4. Connect A43 to flags A3, S4, and 35 extending east along same ditch to culvert under 
drive 
5. Adjust A39 
6. Adjust A36 
7. Add new A30, A30A, A30B.  Connect A30B to A31 
8. Add new A30.1, A30.2, A30.3, A30.4 and A30.5 between A29 and A30 
8. Adjust A20 
9. Adjust A15 
10. Adjust A13 
 
 

The B-series wetland is located on the eastern side of the site and was delineated by flags B1-
B32.  This is also a sloping, forested wetland associated with an intermittent stream in its 
interior.  It qualifies as Bordering Vegetated Wetland under state and local jurisdiction and 
contains a 100-foot Buffer Zone extending from its limits.  Based upon site inspections of the 
plant community, soils and hydrology, the following adjustments to the wetland boundary are 
recommended.  These changes were made in the field, and it is our understanding they will be 
located by field survey and plotted onto revised site plans: 
 
 

1. Adjust B4 
2. Adjust B14 
3. Add new flags Add-1 through Add-17 upslope from B32.  Connect Add 3 to B31 

This is a area which extends across and upgradient of the existing cart path which 
was found to contain a predominance of wetland plants as well as hydric soil 
conditions and evidence of seasonal ponding. 

4. Adjust B31 
5. Adjust B30 
6. Adjust B25 
7. Delete B24 and connect A23 to A25 

 
In addition to the adjustments to the wetland boundaries depicted on the plan, two other un-
delineated wetlands were observed on site.  The first is an isolated wetland between the B and 
A wetlands described above, immediately south of the existing cart path.  Groundwater was 
observed breaking out onto the surface in this area.  Numerous holes were dug with a Dutch soil 
auger and hydric soil was observed.  This sloping wetland does not qualify as a state-regulated 
resource since it does not border on a water body or waterway.  Without survey location of 
wetland flags, REC was not able to determine if this area meets the 5,000 square foot minimum 
size criteria for classification as an Isolated Wetland under the Ordinance.  However, it does 
meet other criteria for local jurisdiction as “lands subject to flooding or inundated by round 
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water or surface water”, and/or “poorly drained and very poorly drained areas.”  It was 
delineated by REC on June 2, 2021 by flags REC 1-9 to assist the applicant in locating it.   
 
A second, un-delineated resource was noted at the far western end of the site, south of the cart 
path.  This is a shallow valley with an intermittent stream channel directing flows off-site to the 
west.  Portions of this wetland system are believed to extend onto the project site.  The 
easternmost edge of this wetland was delineated by REC with flags X1-X3.  Additional 
delineation may be necessary to include all the resource within the project site. 
 
REC recommends the adjusted delineation be reflected on updated site plans and can provide 
final comments upon review of the adjusted plans.  
 
Very truly, 
RIMMER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING 

 
Mary Rimmer, M.A., P.W.S. 
Principal/Sr. Wetland Ecologist 
 
 
 


	Re: Wetland Delineation Review –Notice of Intent by Solar Smart LLC
	139 Amesbury Line Road

