
To:   Haverhill Conservation Commission 

From:   Mary Rimmer, Rimmer Environmental Consulting and 

       David Smith, PE, GZA Environmental 

Re:  #33-1520 James Arnette for 572 East Broadway (formerly 593 East 

Broadway) parcel ID 461-3-16. 

Date:   January 26, 2022 

 

The following are responses to comments from Conservation Agent Rob Moore regarding 

the above submission for installation of a seasonal dock system: 

 

Plans and Documents: 

• NOI Application Materials, received 12.16.21, Rimmer 

• Site Plan, dated December 2021, GZA, revised January 18, 2022 (see attached) 

 

Comments: 

• Only 1 of the 6 trees proposed for removal is identified as dead; the other 5 are located 

outside the limits of the gravel path.  An explanation for removal should be provided.  An 

8” Birch is labeled for removal.  What species birch is this tree?  River birch, while not 

currently protected as a listed species, are on the state’s watch list. 

 

Below are photos of the trees proposed to be removed.  The first is a dead tree with no 

top.  The second is an 8-inch birch is a grey birch (Betula populifolia) and it is leaning 

over the path and is a hazard.  The third is a triple stem in the way of public access along 

the shoreline.  All six trees proposed to be removed will be replaced with the same 

species and planted within the 200-foot Riverfront Area. 

 

• It is understood the pea stone improvement to the path is simply top-dressing.  To 

establish a compliance metric, what depth of stone will be used. 

 

2-inches of peastone will be added to the path as shown on the revised plan. 

 

• How will public passage be accommodated below MHW for compliance with the Public 

Waterfront Act? 

 

Public access in the intertidal zone is provided by access steps attached to the 6 x 11 

float.  Signage will also be provided on the dock as required by the Public Waterfront Ac. 

 

 

• Stair construction should be detailed.  Are these timber framed?  Block?  Are there BLSF 

impacts? 

A set of stairs or ladder will be attached to both sides of the 6 x 11 float as shown on the 

revised plans.  These will be timber framed.  There are no BLSF impacts, as this is 

located within the intertidal zone. 



 

• It appears the 6x11 float will touch LUW at lower tides.  The system/stops maintaining 

the 18” clearance should be detailed. 

 

A typical Float Post Detail has been added to the revised plan. 

 

• What clearance is provided under the 8x20 float at low tide?  Will it also be equipped 

with stops to provided 18”? 

 

The 8 x 20 float is proposed to be equipped with 6 x 8” timber skid boards, though it is 

designed to maintain 12-inches above MLW.   

 

• The Commission is awaiting comments from the NHESP.  The comment period is open 

until 1/26. 

 

Comments from NHESP have been received and the revised plan has been determined to 

not result in a take of rare or endangered species. 

 

• The Commission received comments from the Division of Marine Fisheries.  The 

Division recommends “helical anchors with elastic rodes be used to anchor the floats 

instead of concrete mooring blocks and chains to minimize disturbance to the riverbed 

and turbidity at the project site. 

 

Revised plans have been submitted addressing this comment from DMF. 

 

 

 



 

Dead Tree with no top 

 

 

Leaning Grey Birch 

 



 

Triple Stem near shoreline with dead tree in foreground 

 

3 small trees in area of access path 

 

 
 

 

 


