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April 7, 2022 
 
 
Robert E. Moore, Jr. 
Conservation Commission 
City Hall – Room 300 
4 Summer Street 
Haverhill, MA  01830 
 
 
Re: Wetland Delineation Review –Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation 

Covest Properties 
188 Lake Street 

 Haverhill, MA 
 MassDEP 033-1522 
  
  
Dear Mr. Moore: 
 
Rimmer Environmental Consulting (REC) conducted a review of the wetland delineation subject 
to an ANRAD filed by Covest properties for land at 188 Lake Street. The parcel is a horse farm 
site and presently contains numerous fill piles, equipment and debris near the buildings and 
areas of grass paddocks.  The remainder of the site is largely wooded and undeveloped. The 
following plans and materials were included in this review: 
  

• ANRAD prepared by Merrimack Engineering Services on behalf of Covest 
Properties 

• ANRAD plan entitled “Plan of Land in Haverhill, MA Prepared for Covest 
Properties” prepared by Merrimack Engineering Services dated March 10, 2022 

 
REC inspected the site on April 5, 2022, along with the applicant Ethan Conley and his 
representative Timothy Ferwerda.  The boundary of Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) 
indicated by flags 1-137 were reviewed for compliance with the delineation criteria established 
in the Mass. Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) and the City of Haverhill 
Wetlands Ordinance.  REC found that with two exceptions at flag numbers 85 and 103, the 
boundary as shown on the above referenced site plan accurately depicts the limit of BVW.  The 
two adjustments were made in the field and the applicant agreed to locate the new flag 
locations on a revised plan. Both of these adjustments resulted in changes of 10 feet or less. 
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A few other observations of the site are worth mentioning: 
 

1. There is a potential vernal pool within the BVW west of flags 58-65.  The area was 
observed to be ponded but no investigation was made at the time of the site visit to 
determine whether this area supports vernal pool habitat, since its presence would not 
affect the BVW requested to be confirmed through the ANRAD. 
 

2. The area immediately north of the access drive from Lake Street, north of the barn and 
the area surrounding the indoor riding arena contain significant areas of disturbance, 
including piles of fill, debris and manure.  Based upon inspection of the vegetation in the 
area between the current BVW boundary and the fill, with particular emphasis on 
mature trees which may have been in existence prior to this filling, as well as evaluation 
of soils within the disturbed area where possible with a hand soil auger,  it does not 
appear that the filling occurred directly in the wetland but was in very close proximity in 
several areas.   
 

3. Portions of the site are within a Zone A 100-year floodplain extending from West 
Meadow Brook, determined by reference to the FEMA flood map excerpted below.  
Though no flood elevation is provided on the map, where the floodplain extends upland 
of the limit of BVW described above, the area is regulated as Bordering Land Subject to 
Flooding (BLSF).  The applicant has not requested confirmation of any BLSF that may 
exist on site as part of this ANRAD. 

 

 
Fig. 1:  FEMA Flood Map 
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4.  The applicant has not requested confirmation of the any 200-foot Riverfront Area that 
may extend on site from the Mean Annual High Water of West Meadow Brook.  The 
centerline of the main channel of West Meadow Brook is more than 400 feet from the 
site, as estimated on MassGIS (see Figure 2 below).  However, MAHW may extend much 
closer to the site. 

 

 
Fig. 2:  MassGIS BaseMap 

 
 

If you have any questions regarding this evaluation or require additional information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Very truly, 
RIMMER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING 

 
Mary Rimmer, M.A., P.W.S. 
Principal/Sr. Wetland Ecologist 
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